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SHRI MAHABIR SINGH GUDDU

Shri Mahabir Singh Guddu is a folk artist of Haryana. He has been performing for the
past fifty years for the promotion of Haryanvi folk culture. He is well known for Shiv Gaayan
'Bam Lehri'.

2. Born on 10" October 1961, Shri Guddu started performing on stage from the age of 11
years. His group dance 'Sapera’ got recommended at University level. In March 1980, he got first
position in All India Inter University Youth Festival 'Paniharin' at Jaipur University. In North Zone
Inter University 'Ullas 85' at Haryana Agriculture University Hisar, he got first position in Creative
Dance and second position in Haryanvi Folk play and both these items stood first in NAMY Fest
(Nirgutt Youth Festival) held in Delhi, a youth festival of 22 countries. He was awarded many times
as Best Actor, and also got first position in declamation, drama, ragni, jokes and dance in State
Level Haryana Day celebration in Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra. Apart from various
places in India, he has given performance in abroad also such as in London, Norway, USA etc. In
April 2023, he was invited in International Geeta Mahotsav Australia, where he also performed at
Canberra Parliament House and International Convention Centre Sydney.

& Shri Guddu was the first artist to perform Haryanvi Male Dance in University Youth
Festival. Earlier man used to dance wearing daaman (Haryanvi Skirt) as they tried to imitate the
woman. But he danced in dhoti and kurta, the traditional costume of men in Haryana. He tried
to revive a dying art form called Haryanvi Orchestra, later conserved by the Haryana
Government. He also revived 'Ghoda Naach' (Kacchi Ghodi) by performing it on stage. He got
approved for 35 years in Drama and Folk Singing from All India Radio, Rohtak. He is associated
as an artist with NZCC from past 30 years.

4. Shri Guddu used his art for social cause also. He made 'Beti Bachao Beti Padhao' cassette.
He presented songs for awareness against drug consumption, female foeticide and other social
evils for which he was honoured by Haryana Police. He performed in All India Folk Dance Festival
'Lok Tarang' organized by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, Delhi on Republic Day. He
has been performing at Delhi Trade Fair, Geeta Jayanti Kurukshetra and Suraj Kund Craft Fair
from more than 35 years. He has worked in Haryanvi movies like 'Panghat’, 'Khaandani Sarpanch’,
'Satrangi' and a few more.

5. Shri Guddu was awarded 'Pandit Lakhmi Chand Award', 'Haryana Kala Rattan Samman’,
and he is the first and single person to receive 'Pandit Lakhmi Chand Shiksha and Sanskriti
Award'. In 2016, on Independence Day, he was honoured by High Commission of India, London
and also received Haryana Icon Award by UK Association London. In 2022, he performed at House
of Lords London and was given Bharat Gaurav Samman Award. In Norway, he received Folk Icon of
India Award. In November 2022, The American University, USA presented him The Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Arts and Culture. He was given Certificate of Excellence as a 'Peace Educator’
by the American University. In February 2023, he received prestigious ‘Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award’ by the Hon’ble President of India.
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